2007 Holiday Booklist Recommendations
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Angels Watching Over Me, adapted by Julia Durango; illus. by Elisa Kleven. 9780689862526; $16.99. A warm, reassuring book with multitudes of multicultural angels hovering around a little boy as he exuberantly dances, leaps and tumbles through a brightly colored world of flowers, trees and animals, on his way from morning to night. 

Baby Bear, Baby Bear, What Do You See?, by Bill Martin, Jr.; illus. by Eric Carle. 9780805083361; $16.95. Young readers will enjoy Baby Bear’s quest to find Mama, and they’ll revel in identifying each of the native North American animals that appear along the way. A lovely finale to an enduring series that began 40 years ago with “Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?” 
The Baby's Playtime Book, by Kay Chorao. 9780525475767; $16.99. This  is a collection of traditional rhymes and poems about games, toys, and imaginative play.

 
Beetle Bop, by Denise Fleming. 9780152059361; $16.00. Another tour-de-force by Fleming, with her signature brilliant colors and clever use of text and texture. Any child will be mesmerized by the pictures and the rhymes sing in your ears. 

The Busy Little Squirrel, by Nancy Tafuri. 9780689873416; $15.99. Squirrel is so busy getting ready for winter, he has no time to stop and play.  This beautifully illustrated, simple story is sure to delight little ones. 
Clip-Clop, by Nicola Smee. 9781905417094, $12.95 (hc); 9781905417605, $6.95 (board book). One after the other, a group of barnyard friends climb aboard Mr. Horse for a ride. Faster, they beg…faster! But will “faster” lead to disaster? No…just a satisfying ending that toddlers will love! 

A Closer Look, by Mary McCarthy. 9780061240737, $16.99. A few words and bright close-up illustrations encourage youngsters to explore the natural world as well as the world of books. 

Cowlick!, by Christin Ditchfield; illus. by Rosalind Beardshaw. 9780375835407, $14.99. What do you get when you combine slurpy bovine kisses with sleeping children?  This beautifully illustrated, gentle read-aloud finally offers an explanation of how children wake up with "bed head" hair. 

Dog, by Matthew Van Fleet; photos by Brian Stanton. 9781416941378, $14.99. Superb photographs of real dogs make this sturdy book a great gift for all who get a kick out of man's best friend.  Young dog lovers can pull tabs and lift the flaps in this toy book to make the dogs move and stimulate their senses by feeling the textures of the dogs "fur" and sticky "tongues." 
Fish, Swish! Splash, Dash! Counting Round and Round, by Suse Macdonald. 9781416936053, $8.99. Follow the leader and count to ten and back again in this brightly colored, sturdy book that will delight 0-3s. 

Flip-a-Face, Baby Flip-a-Face, & Flip-a-Shape series: Colors; Smiles; Woof-Woof; Yum! et al. Illus. by SAMi (various authors). $8.95 each. Brightly-colored die-cut illustrations on sturdy board stock allow children to change the pictures in these clever, tot-friendly books. 

Go to Sleep, Russell the Sheep, by Rob Scotton. Board book, 9780061284342, $9.99. Russell tries all kinds of things to help him fall asleep. Listen to the ending to see if he succeeds! 

Here's A Little Poem: A Very First Book of Poetry, ed. by Jane Yolen and Andrew Fusek Peters; illus. by Polly Dunbar. 9780763631413, $21.99. The work of many well-known poets is included in this illustrated collection for young children. 

Hurry! Hurry!, by Eve Bunting; illus. by Jeff Mack. 9780152054106, $16.00. The calm of the barnyard is shattered when rooster shouts “HURRY! HURRY!” All the animals rush to see the farm’s latest arrival. There’s plenty of movement and excitement in this simple story, with bright acrylic illustrations to delight little ones.

I Have a Little Dreidel, by Maxie Baum, illus. by Julie Paschkis. 9780439649971, $9.99. The favorite Hanukkah song is enhanced with extra verses describing the Hanukkah celebration of family gathering, making and eating latkes, lighting of the menorah and, of course, rules and ways to play the dreidel game. Rich, folk-art-style illustrations add charm and warmth. 

Look at You!: A Baby Body Book, by Kathy Henderson; illus. by Paul Howard. 9780763627454, $15.99. From learning to crawl to clapping their hands, babies are always doing something new. Lively poems and adorable, large-scale illustrations aptly capture babies' delight. 
Lola at the Library, by Anna McQuinn; illus. by Rosalind Beardshaw. 9781580891134, $15.95. A subtle, yet enthusiastic book about a little girl's love of everything about libraries, including story time, the walk home from the library and reading library books at bedtime. 

Merry Christmas, Cheeps, by Julie Stiegemeyer; illus. by Carol Baicker-McKee. 9781599900643, $9.95. The indomitable Cheeps family, Mom, Dad, brother and sister, is back in this holiday–themed romp.  The day before Christmas finds the family getting ready – decorating the tree, hanging stockings, etc. The bright, cheerful illustrations are printed heavier glossy paper perfect for little hands. 

One Magical Day, by Claire Freedman; illus. by Tina Macnaughton. 9781561485673, $16.95. From sunrise to sunset, all of the baby animals enjoy the magic of a summer's day. A perfect read-aloud for the very young crowd. 

1 2 3: A Child's First Counting Book, by Alison Jay. 9780525478362, $15.99. A little girl wakes up to find a beautiful fairy tale world right outside her window. Young readers can help spot the familiar characters and count from 1 to 10.  A lovely book with glorious illustrations to pore over, where you can always spot something new. 
Orange Pear Apple Bear, by Emily Gravett. 9781416939993, $12.99. Using only the four words in the title and pairing them with charming illustrations, Gravett tells a tale that will leave toddlers hungry for a snack and a second reading.

A Perfect Day, by Remy Charlip. 9780060519728, $16.99. A father and son’s perfect day consists of doing ordinary things. In less than 100 words, Charlip has crafted a cozy story that is a perfect example of parent and child bonding. 
Pip and Squeak, by Ian Schoenherr. 9780060872533, $16.99. A delightful snowy winter tale about two adorable mice that have forgotten a gift for their friend rabbit. What are they to do on their way to the party? This adorable winter book is sure to make young readers smile! 

Rise and Shine: A Pop-Up Book, by Dana Meachen Rau; illus. by Melanie Williamson. 9781581175592, $10.95. Rise and shine, sleepyhead! Join these adorable pop-up animals as they open their eyes to a beautiful morning and prepare themselves for a fun-filled day. Perfect for 0-3! 

Skippyjon Jones: Color Crazy; Skippyjon Jones: Up and Down, both by Judy Schachner. Board books, $6.99 each. The adorable Siamese cat who thinks he's a Chihuahua, returns in two imaginative concept books for the youngest listeners. 

A Very Merry Christmas, by Geoffrey Hayes. 9780061227578, $5.99. Board book. Bella, a very excited little mouse, repeatedly asks, “When is Santa coming?” as she participates in such holiday-themed activities as baking cookies and decorating a tree. Watch for the pop-up surprise! 

Wake Up Engines, by Denise Dowling Mortensen; illus. by Melissa Iwai. 9780618517367, $16.00. A beautiful way to start the day for the large engine enthusiasts. Also see Good Night Engines. 

What Will Fat Cat Sit On?, by Jan Thomas. 9780152060510; $12.95. All of the animals hope that fat cat won't sit on them!  A funny, predictable story that will have preschoolers joining right in. 

What's Wrong, Little Pookie?, by Sandra Boynton. 9780375845529, $5.99. Board book. Pookie is crying, and he won't say why. Mom asks him questions that become increasingly silly, and succeeds in making Pookie forget what he was upset about in the first place! Boynton's rhyming text and softly colored illustrations are the perfect antidote to the grumpies!  
Where is Baby’s Dreidel?, by Karen Katz. 9781416936237, 6.99. Board book. It's Hanukkah, and Baby wants to spin the dreidel -- but where is it? Lift the flaps to find sparkly foil Hanukkah gifts, and join Baby in this fun-filled hide-and-seek adventure. 

Your Personal Penguin, by Sandra Boynton. 9780761143727, $6.95. Board book. The story of a slightly bewildered hippo and the loyal penguin who wants nothing more than to be his pal. Beyond cute! 
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 Badger’s Fancy Meal, by Keiko Kasza. 9780399246036, $16.99. Keiko Kasza not only delivers the twist at the end of tale that is the hallmark of her books, but she also shows us what’s happening in two places at once - all while telling an amusing tale with a lesson about appreciating what you have. 
Bear Feels Sick, by Karma Wilson; illus. by Jane Chapman. 9780689859854, $16.99. Autumn has come to the woods, and Bear doesn't feel well. He sniffles and sneezes. He cannot sleep. He aches all over. How Bear's good friends take care of him with herbal tea and lullabies is the heart of this loving story.

Big Bad Wolves at School, by Stephen Krensky; illus. by Brad Sneed. 9780689837999, $15.99. Rufus is not your typical wolf, much to his parents’ dismay. Enrolling him in the Big Bad Wolf Academy does little to toughen him up. However, when the hunters come, Rufus saves the pack by doing what wolves do best. Amusing illustrations abound! 

Bow-Wow Bugs a Bug, by Mark Newgarden & Megan Montague Cash. 9780152058135, $12.95. Children can make up their own words for this delightfully illustrated book showing the hilarious interactions between a dog and a bug. 

Christmas Catastrophe, by Geronimo Stilton. Geronimo Stilton series, special ed. 9780545009027 (pb), $6.99. For ages 6/7+. When Geronimo Stilton goes skiing, he ends up breaking every bone in his body and is sure that he is going to have a terrible Christmas. 

 

Christmas Magic, by Sue Stainton; illus. by Eva Melhuish. 9780060785710, $15.99. Someone has hidden the magical reindeer bells and all the animals of the forest try to find them. Ting-a-ling!  Can you hear them ringing? Where are they?  Cute illustrations of animals and an elf-like Santa. 

Courage of the Blue Boy, by Robert Neubecker. 9781582461823, $15.95. A blue boy who lives in a land where everything is blue dreams of finding a land with other colors. An imaginative, positive-feeling story that encourages readers to embrace who they are and be strong enough to share themselves with others. 
Cowboy & Octopus, by Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith. 9780670910588, $16.99. Cowboy and Octopus are unlikely but valued friends. In seven very brief stories, they shake hands, help each other, eat beans, try out scary Halloween costumes, disagree, enjoy a joke together, and learn about truth and friendship. The message, if there is one, is that silliness is good. Besides, it's never too early to introduce kids to surreal abstract humor! 

Crossing Bok Chitto, by Tim Tingle; illus. by Jeanne Rorex Bridges. 9780938317777, $17.95. Friendship/freedom/mysticism follow when a young Choctaw girl breaks custom by crossing Bok Chitto River, which separates her village and the plantation on which Black American slaves live. A powerful read-aloud for ages 5+. 

Dog and Bear: Two Friends, Three Stories, by Laura Vaccaro Seeger. 9781596430532, $12.95. In this endearing picture book, a tail-wagging dachshund and a multicolored stuffed bear star in three tales about friendship. 

Dogs and Cats, by Steve Jenkins. 9780618507672, $16.00. Dog lovers and cat lovers will be equally pleased with Steve Jenkins’ clever book. Read about how your favorite companion came to be a pet and how its body works. Then, flip the book over and discover the other kind! Suitable for ages 6-10.
Ghost Ship: A Cape Cod Story, by Mary Higgins Clark; illus. by Wendell Minor. 9781416935148, $17.99. When Thomas picks up a weathered, old-fashioned belt buckle on the beach, he is suddenly visited by Silas Rich, a cabin boy on a ship that sailed almost 250 years ago. Clark’s first children’s book tells a story of mystery and adventure, accompanied by inspired paintings. Suitable for ages 6-10.

Every Friday, by Dan Yaccarino. 9780805077247, $16.95. This sweet story shows the unique bond a father and his son share as they enjoy a breakfast date every Friday morning.  Perhaps families who read this book together will be inspired to start a similar family tradition. 

Every Year on Your Birthday, by Rose Lewis; illus. by Jane Dyer. 9780316525527, $16.99. The same team that brought us Love You Like Crazy Cakes has created an exquisitely illustrated, tender tribute to a mother's love for her adopted daughter. 

Five Nice Mice, by Chisato Tashiro. 9780698400580, $16.99. Under a full moon, five mice follow the sound of beautiful music to a city park where frogs are giving a concert. Upon discovering that mice are not allowed, they form an orchestra of their own – but will frogs be welcome at their concert? This enchanting story about working together is beautifully illustrated and just waiting to be read aloud. 

For You Are a Kenyan Child, by Kelly Cunnane; illus. by Ana Juan. 9780689861949, $16.95. A young boy finds himself distracted by the sights, sounds, and smells of his small Kenyan village. The colorful illustrations make this a lively story that reminds us to stop and smell the roses. 

Fred Stays With Me!, by Nancy Coffelt; illus. by Tricia Tusa. 9780316882699, $16.99. Appropriate for any age child who is experiencing the stress of two households. A little girl has a dog, Fred, who is her constant between homes and, as such, provides the stability she needs. A great gift for any parent or child who is facing this difficult transition. 

The Gingerbread Cowboy, by Janet Squires; illus. by Holly Berry. 9780060778637, $16.99. "Giddyup, giddyup as fast as you can. You can't catch me, I'm the Gingerbread Man!" The Gingerbread Cowboy can run from the rancher, dash past the javelinas, and giddyup right by the cattle grazing on the mesa. But what happens when he meets a coyote sleeping in the sun? 
Great Joy, by Kate DiCamillo, illus. by Bagram Ibatoulline. 9780763629205, $16.99. A beloved storyteller and an acclaimed artist present a timeless holiday story of compassion and joy. A truly lovely holiday gift. 
Hanukkah at Valley Forge, by Stephen Krensky; illus. by Greg Harlin. 9780525477389, $17.99. Age 6+. When the weary George Washington comes upon a soldier's private lighting of the menorah in his cabin, the soldier offers an explanation of the holiday and ritual. Both men are able to gain hope and resolve through the idea that belief in miracles is needed in the effort to create a better world. An excellent reminder of the relevancy and importance of the holiday's message through the ages. (from Kirkus and PW)

Hiromi’s Hands, by Lynne Barasch. 9781584302759, $17.95. Hiromi’s father owns his own sushi restaurant. While helping him, Hiromi learns the skills necessary to become one of the first female sushi chefs in New York. An inspiring story of a determined girl who fulfills her dreams. 
Holly Claus: The Christmas Princess, by Brittney Ryan; illus. by Laurel Long with Jeffrey K. Bedrick. 9780061440229, $18.99. This epic story pays homage to the great fairy tales in a richly imagined tale of the life of the daughter of Santa Claus. 
I Have a Little Dreidel, by Maxie Baum, illus. by Julie Paschkis. 9780439649971, $9.99. The favorite Hanukkah song is enhanced with extra verses describing the Hanukkah celebration of family gathering, making and eating latkes, lighting of the menorah and, of course, rules and ways to play the dreidel game. Rich, folk-art-style illustrations add charm and warmth. 

If I Built A Car, by Chris Van Dusen. 9780525474005, $15.99. Jack has designed the ultimate fantasy car. Inspired by zeppelins and trains, Cadillacs and old planes, with brilliant colors and lots of shiny chrome, this far-out vision is ready to cruise! After a tour of the ritzy interior, Robert the Robot starts up the motor, and Jack and his dad set off on the wildest test drive ever!
I'm Dirty!, by Kate and Jim McMullan. 9780060092931, $16.99. Clank! Rattle! Bang! Who's making all that noise? Backhoe Loader, reporting for duty. Cleaning up a mess? Easy as pie. Make that a mud pie. RRRRRM! RRRRRM! Who wants to be clean when it's so much fun being dirty? (For more fun, see I Stink!) 
 
I'm the Biggest Thing in the Ocean, by Kevin Sherry. 9780803731929, $16.99. Cute pictures tell the story of a giant squid who thinks he's the biggest thing around - until a whale sets him straight. 

Judy Moody & Stink: The Holly Joliday, by Megan McDonald; illustrated by Peter H. Reynolds. 9780763632373, $14.99. Ages 5+. The beloved Judy Moody and her younger brother are brought together in a colorful holiday adventure. Stink wants snow for the holidays, but it hasn't snowed on Christmas in Virginia in more than a hundred years. Will the new mailman, Mr. Jack Frost, be able to make his wish come true? 
Just like Heaven, by Patrick McDonnell. 9780316114936, $14.99. This is a wonderful book for a parent and child to share. It allows the parent to gently discuss the idea of heaven. It left me feeling like I had been hugged. 

Knitting Nell, by Julie Jersild Roth. 9780618540334, $16.00. Nell doesn’t like to talk but she loves to knit and listen. She has a surprise for everyone when she enters her handknit sweater in the county fair. Children and knitters alike will enjoy hearing about Nell’s generous spirit. 

Knuffle Bunny Too: A Case of Mistaken Identity, by Mo Willems. 9781423102991, $16.99. In a splendid sequel to the award-winning Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale, Trixie’s beloved bunny gets switched with a classmate’s similar companion. Another heartfelt, hilarious offering from an author/artist with a brilliant knack for understanding young children. 
Llama Llama Mad at Mama, by Anna Dewdney. 9780670062409, $15.99. Who hasn't endured a child's tantrum at the grocery store? Watch Llama Llama's face as the drama unfolds, and grin as Mama Llama gains control of the situation with her clever rhymes. A true delight. (Don't forget Llama Llama Red Pajama, by same author.)
Look-Alikes Around the World: An Album of Amazing Postcards, by Joan Steiner. 9780316811729, $15.99. “Amazing” is the perfect word for this visually stunning book!  Look closely at the pyramids; are they really saltines?  Is Big Ben really made from clothespins? And the Leaning Tower of Pisa - are those cookies? 
The Magic Rabbit, by Annette LeBlanc Cate. 9780763626723, $15.99. Ray, a street magician, is separated from his rabbit partner during a performance mishap. How will Bunny ever find Ray in the hustle and bustle of the city? With wonderfully detailed black-and-white illustrations strategically sprinkled with yellow (look carefully!), this tender story from a talented new author-illustrator will have you believing in the magic of friendship. 

Mary and the Mouse, the Mouse and Mary, by Beverly Donofrio; illus. by Barbara McClintock. 9780375836091, $16.99. In this lovely circular story, Mary and the Mouse accidentally discover each other when they drop a utensil at dinner. From that day on, they wave each day, and when they grow up, their daughters carry on the tradition. 

Max's Words, by Kate Banks; illus. by Boris Kulikov. 9780374399498, $16.00. Max is so intrigued by his two brothers' collections (stamps and coins), and discouraged that he isn't allowed to play with them, that he decides to collect something of his own: words. After some teasing by his brothers, they finally all realize the value of the word collection: with words, you can make stories!
Mind Your Manners, B.B. Wolf, by Judy Sierra; illus. by J. Otto Seibold. 9780375835322, $16.99. This is an endearing story about an old wolf learning new manners in order to go to the library storybook tea. I promise you will have fun reading it, and might just learn something about manners. The illustrations are sensational! 
Mr. Pusskins: A Love Story, by Sam Lloyd. 9781416925170, $14.95. Mr. Pusskins is a cat who thinks his life with Emily is boring, until he runs away and discovers how much he really loves her. The illustrations of Mr. Pusskins are priceless!

Mr. Putter and Tabby See the Stars, by Cynthia Rylant; illus. by Arthur Howard. ISBN: 9780152060756, $14.00. (Mr. Putter and Tabby series, #16) Beginning reader. After Mr. Putter enjoys too many of Mrs. Teaberry's pineapple rolls, he has trouble sleeping and goes out for a walk with his cat Tabby. They run into Mrs. Teaberry and her dog Zeke and enjoy an evening stargazing. 

Moon Plane, by Peter McCarty. 9780805079432, $16.95. A young boy sees a plane overhead and imagines himself in it, traveling all the way to the moon. What does he see on his way? Luminous illustrations make the boy’s fantasy into a dreamlike journey that ends in his mother’s arms—a perfect way to end the day. 

Mother Goose Numbers on the Loose, by Leo and Diane Dillon. 9780152056766, $17.00. Caldecott winners Leo and Diane Dillon have showcased their talents again in a bright, fluid celebration of rhymes that feature numbers. Some lesser known gems are included, and all are illustrated with a wit and whimsy that captures the verses’ buoyant, catchy appeal.   

Nature's Paintbox: A Seasonal Gallery of Art and Verse, by Patricia

Thomas; illus. by Craig Orback. 9780822568070, $16.95. It's hard to resist a book about the seasons that includes both poetry and splendid illustrations. The rich text and lush pictures bring the reader through the year in a joyous celebration of the natural world around us. 

Ninety-Three in My Family, by Erica S. Perl; illus. by Mike Lester. 9780810957602, $15.95. What would life be like if you shared a house with your mom, dad, two sisters, a gerbil ... and 87 other animals? 

Not a Box, by Antoinette Portis. 9780061123221, $12.99. To an imaginative bunny, a box is not always just a box. Minimalist text and pictures conjure up

whole worlds of imaginative play. A Geisel Honor Book.
On the Go with Mr. and Mrs. Green, by Keith Baker. 9781599613031, $16.00. Beginning Reader. Mr. and Mrs. Green are as busy as ever in this fourth book of their adventures, and their usual zest for life (and delicious munchies) has not diminished a bit since we last saw them. Beginning readers will love getting green with everyone's favorite warm and wacky alligator couple. 

One Potato, Two Potato, by Cynthia DeFelice; illus. by Andrea U’Ren. 9780374356408, $16.00. A poor, humble, and hungry man finds a magic pot in his yard. Now one potato becomes two, one last coin becomes two, and so on. But what happens when his wife accidentally falls into the pot? Cynthia DeFelice gives new life to an old folktale, with delightful illustrations. 
Pssst!, by Adam Rex. 9780152058173, $16.00. A day at the zoo is far from ordinary, as each animal has a bizarre request for a young female visitor. Absolutely stunning artwork illuminates this hilarious and zany romp. 

Ribbit!, by Bender & Bender. 9780061138201, $16.99. This three-layered split-page gallery costumes a big green frog in expertly photo-manipulated human gear and clothing. A flip book with lots of creative choices and fun. 
Russell’s Christmas Magic, by Rob Scotton. 9780060598549, $16.99. When Santa and his sleigh crash in Firefly Wood, thereby breaking the Christmas spell and canceling Christmas, Russell comes to the rescue. Snowy, atmospheric illustrations feature everyone’s favorite insomniac sheep in his third adventure.

Santa Claus, by Rod Green. 9781416927587, $19.95. The history, mystery and magic of Jolly St. Nick come alive in this magical, interactive book.  Learn about the clothes, the elves and the gadgets - and Santa’s best-kept secrets. This is a keepsake book that will be cherished for years to come.

The Scallywags, by David Melling. 9780764159916, $14.99. Oh, those Scallywags – those nasty, smelly, ill-mannered wolves who ruin everything – even the animals’ photo session.  However, once they have been banned from all activities, they decide to clean themselves up and mend their ways.  Hilarious cartoon-style illustrations with wonderful details.

 
The Seaside Switch, by Kathleen V. Kudlinski; illus. by Lindy Burnett. 9781559719643, $16.95. Watch the ocean tide rise and fall through the eyes of a curious little boy, who sketches and investigates what he sees. 

The Secret Life of Walter Kitty, by Barbara Jean Hicks; illus. by Dan Santat. 9780375831966, $16.99. Walter Kitty (a.k.a. Fang) is no ordinary housecat. Unbeknownst to his owners, he lives a life of danger and intrigue. Sometimes he's a swashbuckling pirate; others, a caped superhero! A goofy book that will especially appeal to those lucky enough to share their homes with their own feline adventurers. 

17 Things I'm Not Allowed To Do Anymore, by Jenny Offill; illus. by Nancy Carpenter. 9780375835964, $15.99. This hysterically illustrated book is a matter-of-fact listing of 17 activities that are now off-limits for our plucky heroine, from stapling her brother’s head to his pillow to freezing a dead fly in the ice cube tray. 

Shells! Shells! Shells!, by Nancy Elizabeth Wallace. 9780761453321, $16.99. When Buddy Bear and his mother go to the beach, she teaches him all about shells and mollusks. Includes facts about shells.

Stick, by Steve Breen. 9780803731240, $16.99. A young frog’s tongue gets stuck to his lunch - a big, strong dragonfly - and his high-flying adventure begins.  All ages will enjoy the hilarious pictures. 

 

That Rabbit Belongs to Emily Brown, by Cressida Cowell; illus. by Neal Layton. 9781423106456, $16.99. Emily enjoys some wonderfully imaginative playtimes with her stuffed rabbit, Stanley, until Queen Gloriana sends her soldiers to kidnap the bunny. But Emily knows how to deal with that silly queen! 

There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed Fly Guy, by Tedd Arnold. 9780439639064, $5.99. Beginning Reader. The inevitable happens to Fly Guy in his fourth book – the Old Lady swallows him!  Readers can experience the popular story from INSIDE the lady in this laugh-out-loud sequel. 

The Three Snow Bears, by Jan Brett. 9780399247927, $16.99. Polar bears, sled dogs, and the arctic snow are all part of this terrific retelling of Goldilocks and the Three Bears.  Jan Brett’s stunning illustrations are enhanced with original Inuit designs, and the story is told simply for preschoolers to enjoy. 
Tippy-Tippy-Tippy, Hide!, by Candace Fleming; illus. by G. Brian Karas. 9780689874796, $16.99. Knocka-knocka-knocka! That's the sound of three little bunnies on Mr. McGreely's doorstep, begging to come inside for the winter. No matter what Mr. McGreely does, the pesky pufftails have a way of sneaking inside. Will Mr. McGreely ever get the best of these infuriating flopears? 

Toy Boat, by Randall de Sève; illus. by Loren Long. 9780399243745, $16.99. A toy boat becomes separated from the boy he loves and has an adventure on the high seas. 
Toys Go Out, by Emily Jenkins; illus. by Paul O. Zelinsky. 9780375836046, $16.95. Age 5+. This beautifully written and illustrated story is composed of six chapters that can also stand alone. Recalling The Velveteen Rabbit and the movie Toy Story, the plot centers around the "other life" of a child's toys - but the characters are unique, and the message of friendship and individuality is timeless. A fabulous book and read-aloud that should become a classic. 

What a Day It Was at School, by Jack Prelutsky; illus. by Doug Cushman. 9780060823351, $16.99. Age 5+. From recess to math, show and tell to food fights, poet laureate Jack Prelutsky has a rhyme for every part of a child’s day at school. 
 
When Dinosaurs Came With Everything, by Elise Broach; illus. by David Small. 9780689869228, $16.99. On this day, and this day only, stores everywhere are giving away a very special treat with any purchase. No, not the usual lollipop or sticker. Something bigger. Much, MUCH bigger. It's a dream come true, except...what exactly do you do with these Jurassic treats? And how do you convince Mom to let you keep them? 

When Mother was Eleven-Foot-Four: A Christmas Memory, by Jerry Camery-Hoggatt; illus. by Mark Elliott. 9780800718367, $18.99. Mother is only 4’11” on the outside but 11’4” on the inside, especially at Christmas. Every year she decorates a huge tree and gives an extravagant number of gifts. When life takes a turn for the worst and Mother loses her Christmas spirit, her young sons decide to do something about it – and in the process, discover that Christmas is a celebration of God's gift to us. 
Who Is Melvin Bubble?, by Nick Bruel. 9781596431164, $16.95. Very funny story about identity and perspective...on a quest to discover who Melvin Bubble really is, the author asks the Tooth Fairy, his teddy bear, his dog, and his best friend Jimmy (among others).  Great read aloud too. 

Wolf’s Coming!, by Joe Kulka. 9781575059303, $16.95. Pigs, rabbits, and raccoons hurry to get inside and hide before Wolf appears. Wolf opens the door, and …  surprise! It’s happy birthday to him! Children will enjoy the buildup of suspense in the story and feel relief about the happy ending. 
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Another Book About Design: Complicated Doesn't Make It Bad, by Mark Gonyea. 9780805075762, $19.95. This book combines concise text and vibrant graphics to introduce basic design concepts. Questions throughout the book encourage readers to experiment with their own graphic designs.

The Arrival, by Shaun Tan. 9780439895293, $19.99. Sometimes, you need no words at all to tell a story. Tan deploys his meticulous, beautiful, sepia-toned illustrations to tell the tale of an immigrant making a life in a new country before sending for his family. Although it is shaped like a picture book, this detailed story is best enjoyed by those from ages 10 to 100. 

Babymouse: Skater Girl, by Jennifer Holm; illus. by Matthew Holm. 9780375939891, $12.99. Hooray for Babymouse!  The latest in the hip black, white and pink series has the sassy heroine takes on the skating world. Can she really give up cupcakes for triple axels?  
Behind the Curtain, by Peter Abrahams. 9780060737047, $15.99. (Echo Falls mystery series, #2) Ages 10+. In this sequel to Down the Rabbit Hole, a clever young girl learns that mysterious forces are at work in her town - and exposing them could put her life in jeopardy. #3 in the series, Into the Dark, is due out in March.

Candyfloss, by Jacqueline Wilson. 9781596432413, $14.95. Flossie is a wonderful ‘tween character who, when faced with the dilemmas life tosses her, makes sophisticated and brave choices. Sometimes she learns the hard way. An engaging story for 9-12 year old girls who will want to read this curled up on a chilly day! 

Catopia: A Cat Compendium, by Anne Mortimer. 9780061240041, $19.99 From a noted illustrator of children’s books about cats comes this beautiful treasure-trove of feline facts and fun. Trace cats’ ancestry, explore their physiology, unravel the folklore and superstitions that surround them, and celebrate famous cats from around the world. Includes book plates, booklets, flaps and more.
 

Cracker! The Best Dog in Vietnam, by Cynthia Kadohata. 9781416906377, $16.99. Told in part through the uncanny point of view of a German shepherd, Cracker! is an action-packed glimpse into the Vietnam War as seen through the eyes of a dog and her handler. It’s sure to hook readers who love war stories and/or dog stories.
Crossing Bok Chitto, by Tim Tingle; illus. by Jeanne Rorex Bridges. 9780938317777, $17.95. Friendship/freedom/mysticism follow when a young Choctaw girl breaks custom by crossing Bok Chitto River, which separates her village and the plantation on which Black American slaves live. A powerful read-aloud. 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid, by Jeff Kinney. 9780810993136, $12.95. Kinney's uproarious "novel in cartoons" captures the myriad traumas of junior high existence, as conveyed in the deadpan journal of protagonist Greg Heffley.
 
Dogs and Cats, by Steve Jenkins. 9780618507672, $16.00. Ages 6-10. Dog lovers and cat lovers will be equally pleased with Steve Jenkins’ clever book. Read about how your favorite companion came to be a pet and how its body works. Then, flip the book over and discover the other kind!
Dogs for Kids!: Everything Your Need To Know About Dogs, by Kristin Mehus-Roe. 9781931993838, $14.95 (pb). A fun book with an interactive CD, 500+ images of dogs and puppies, and fun activities for you and your dog. The best doggone book for kids who love dogs, with everything you ever wanted to know about choosing and living with "kid's best friend."  
Ghost Ship: A Cape Cod Story, by Mary Higgins Clark; illus. by Wendell Minor. Ages 6-10. When Thomas picks up a weathered, old-fashioned belt buckle on the beach, he is suddenly visited by Silas Rich, a cabin boy on a ship that sailed almost 250 years ago. Clark’s first children’s book tells a story of mystery and adventure, accompanied by inspired paintings. 

I Am Not Joey Pigza, by Jack Gantos. 9780374399412, $16.00. Ages 10+. In this fourth book in the award-winning series, Joey’s unpredictable dad claims he is a recycled person and has a new scheme that involves changing the family’s last name. Will Joey ever get used to his new life as Freddy Heinz?

Igraine the Brave, by Cornelia Funke. 9780439903790, $16.99. Everyone at Castle Pimpernel is looking forward to Princess Igraine's 12th birthday. But when her magical present goes wrong and her parents turn themselves into pigs, it's up to Igraine to put things right - even if that means facing giants, three-headed dragons and a particularly Spiky Knight. A funny story that will be appreciated by anyone who has ever been told that they can't do something because of who they are. 

Into the Wild, by Sarah Beth Durst. 9781595141569, $15.99. With Rapunzel for a mother and Puss-in-Boots for a brother, Julie is no ordinary junior high student. A careless wish sends them back into fairy tale land, and only Julie knows the secret to help them escape the powerful magic of THE WILD. A fast-paced tale with lots of laughs.
The Invention of Hugo Cabret, by Brian Selznick. 9780439813785, $22.99. Orphan, clock keeper, thief: Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, where his survival depends on secrets and anonymity. Combining elements of picture book, graphic novel, and film, Caldecott Honor artist Selznick breaks open the novel form to create an entirely new reading experience in this intricate, tender, and spellbinding mystery. If you're scared of the size (500+ pages) or the concept, don't be. Open your mind, pour Selznick's creation in, and be reminded of the dream of childhood. This book was recommended by more librarians than any other on our lists this year.

Look-Alikes Around the World: An Album of Amazing Postcards, by Joan Steiner. 9780316811729, $15.99. “Amazing” is the perfect word for this visually stunning book!  Look closely at the pyramids; are they really saltines?  Is Big Ben really made from clothespins? And the Leaning Tower of Pisa - are those cookies? 
The Lost Files of Nancy Drew, by Carolyn Keene. 9780448446479, $19.99. This beautiful interactive book is narrated by Nancy Drew herself. See art from the 77-year history of the series, and discover everything you ever wanted to know about Nancy. A beautiful keepsake gift.

Meet Julie: An American Girl, by Megan McDonald. 9781593692872, $12.95 (also in pb). In 1974, after Julie’s parents divorce, Julie and her mom move to a new San Francisco neighborhood where the school does not have a girl’s basketball team. It’s up to Julie to make positive changes in her new school – and her new life. First in a series of six historical books about Julie. 

Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love Stuart Little, by Peggy Gifford. 9780375839153, $12.99. Any child who has ever put off a reading assignment can empathize with the dilemma of Moxy. Gifford outlines Moxy's predicament with humor, but also supplies an ending parents and kids (and even librarians!) can relish. 

The Neddiad: How Neddie Took the Train, Went to Hollywood, and Saved Civilization, by Daniel Pinkwater. 9780618594443, $16.00. In the 1940s, Neddie Wentworthstein and his eccentric family are relocating to Los Angeles from Chicago on a fancy train. From this humble beginning, Neddie, three good friends, a shaman, a ghost, and a little maneuver known as the French substitution determine the fate of the world. A definite page turner!

 

Paint the Wind, by Pam Muñoz Ryan. 9780439873628, $16.99. When Maya's guardian, her grandmother, passes away, she goes to live with relatives in  Wyoming where she connects with wild horses and her mother's memory.

Pete and Fremont, by Jenny Tripp; illus. by John Manders. 9780152056292, $16.00. An aging circus poodle (Pete) and a huge, unhappy bear (Fremont) star in a circus tale full of daredevil schemes, legendary letdowns, and stunning victories. But it's Pete and Fremont's friendship that ends up as the knock-'em-dead finale. 

 

The Real Benedict Arnold, by Jim Murphy. 9780395776094, $20.00. Ages 10+. This fascinating and incredibly readable book will captivate your favorite teen history buff. Yes, Arnold turned traitor to the American revolutionary cause, but there were reasons behind it. Award-winning author Murphy does not excuse Arnold's actions, but rather gives insight into why the great military man did what he did.

Rules, by Cynthia Lord. 9780439443821, $15.99. A funny, heartwarming story told from the point-of-view of Catherine, a twelve-year-old girl who deals with the ups and downs of having a younger brother with autism. 

Santa Claus, by Rod Green. 9781416927587, $19.95. The history, mystery and magic of Jolly St. Nick come alive in this magical, interactive book.  Learn about the clothes, the elves and the gadgets - and Santa’s best-kept secrets. This is a keepsake book that will be cherished for years to come.

The Talented Clementine, by Sara Pennypacker; illus. by Marla Frazee. 9780786838707, $14.99. Ages 7-10. Eight-year-old Clementine returns for more well-intentioned trouble as she tries to find her special talent for the school talent show. 

The Titan’s Curse, by Rick Riordan. (Percy Jackson and the Olympians series, #3). 9781423101451, $17.95. This terrific YA series revamps Greek mythology in a fun, fresh way kids find absolutely enthralling. Percy Jackson is a trouble-prone teenager with ADHD and dyslexia. He's also the half-blood son of Poseidon, one of 12 Olympian gods making mischief right here in 21st-century America. In this third installment, Percy and his demigod pals set out to find the vanished goddess Artemis - and to foil a treacherous plot cooked up by the titan lord Kronos. Fast-paced, funny, and filled with super-cool fantasy elements - an irresistible treat. –barnesandnoble.com

What-the-Dickens: The Story of a Rogue Tooth Fairy, by Gregory Maguire. 9780763629618, $15.99. On a dark and stormy night, three siblings are holed up in their house with their older cousin, Gage, as caretaker. To help take their minds off the storm, Gage spins a story about an orphan skibberree (or tooth fairy) who doesn't know who or what he his until a chance encounter with a cat named McCavity and a slew of other skibbereen. By turns funny and poignant, this is a not-very-ordinary fairy tale about the power of belief. From the author of Wicked.
The White Giraffe, by Lauren St. John. 9780803732117, $16.99. When a mourning eleven-year-old girl is sent to live with her estranged grandmother on a game reserve in South Africa, she finds herself at the heart of a mystical reality. Wild animals, healing powers, a heart-stopping chase … this book has it all!

The Wizard, by Jack Prelutsky; illus. by Brandon Dorman. 9780061240768, $16.99. An illustrated, rhyming tale of a wicked wizard and his evil deeds. He uses "elemental sorcery" to turn a bullfrog into a flea, which becomes a pair of mice, which emerge as a cockatoo, and so on, until the wizard brings back the frog and banishes it. Children will love the way the wizard's spells glow and splash across the pages. 

12+

The Alchemyst: The Secrets of the Immortal Nicholas Flamel, by Michael Scott. 9780385733571, $16.99. Readers in withdrawal from the Harry Potter books have a new series to enjoy. The creator of the sorcerer’s stone is alive in 2007, but a rival has stolen his book of secrets and kidnapped his wife.  Twins Sophie and Josh find themselves caught up in a battle between good and evil magic. 

The Arrival, by Shaun Tan. 9780439895293, $19.99. Sometimes, you need no words at all to tell a story. Tan deploys his meticulous, beautiful, sepia-toned illustrations to tell the tale of an immigrant making a life in a new country before sending for his family. Although it is shaped like a picture book, this detailed story is best enjoyed by those from ages 10 to 100. 

Beowulf, by Gareth Hinds. 9780763630225, $21.99 (also in pb). This new graphic novel of the epic saga is sure to be popular given the recent movie release. “An ideal introduction to a story without which the entire fantasy genre would look very different.”—Publisher’s Weekly
Boy Toy, by Barry Lyga. 9780618723935, $16.95. For older teens only! Josh is about to graduate high school, maybe going on to a good college on a baseball scholarship, when he hears that the middle school teacher who abused him is about to be released from prison. Lyga handles the sensitive material of abuse and recovery with amazing skill. This is a compelling, very readable book with a great main character you can't help but root for. 

Cracker! The Best Dog in Vietnam, by Cynthia Kadohata. 9781416906377, $16.99. Told in part through the uncanny point of view of a German shepherd, Cracker! is an action-packed glimpse into the Vietnam War as seen through the eyes of a dog and her handler. It’s sure to hook readers who love war stories and/or dog stories.
Deadline, by Chris Crutcher. 9780060850890, $16.99. When Ben finds out he has only a year to live, he chooses not to get treatment or tell anyone. Instead he decides to live his life to the fullest. Ben's funny, clever narration belies the tough subject, keeping readers laughing, growing and crying along with Ben until the end.

Everlost, by Neal Schusterman. 9780689872372, $16.95 (also in pb). Nick and Allie died in a car crash, but got lost on their way toward the light.  They find themselves in a kids-only netherworld that appears safe, but which threatens to trap them in an eternity of horror.

The Golden Compass, by Phillip Pullman. 9780375838309, $22.95. (Deluxe 10th anniv. ed.; many other eds. available in pb & hc) His Dark Materials series, #1. Accompanied by her daemon, Lyra Belacqua sets out to prevent her best friend and other kidnapped children from becoming the subject of gruesome experiments in the Far North. “[A] fantasy masterpiece … a classic of the genre.” --Billboard
Keturah and Lord Death, by Martine Leavitt. 9781932425291, $16.95. Lord Death comes to claim sixteen-year-old Keturah after she gets lost in the forest, but Keturah charms Death with a story and is granted a twenty-four hour reprieve in which to seek her one true love. An enchanting romance.

Kiki Strike: Inside the Shadow City, by Kirsten Miller. 9781582349602, $16.95 (also in pb). Ananka Fishbein chronicles the adventures of the mysterious Kiki Strike and the Irregulars as they encounter danger and intrigue in a secret city under New York.  Their escapades continue in The Empress’s Tomb.

Letters to a Young Brother: MANifest Your Destiny, by Hill Harper. 9781592402007, $20.00 (also in pb). A modern take on Rilke's Letters to a Young Poet, this book offers realistic advice to males seeking paths to manhood. The format includes emails from young men. Quotes from rappers to presidents open each chapter.

Life As We Knew It, by Susan Beth Pfeffer. 9780152058265, $17.00. A story of adventure and survival told through journal entries written by sixteen-year-old Miranda, who describes her family's struggle to survive after a meteor hits the moon and causes worldwide devastation.

Orphan of the Sun, by Gill Harvey. 9781582346854, $16.95. Meryt-Re is a thirteen-year-old orphan growing up in ancient Egypt. When her cousin becomes dangerously ill, her uncle accuses her of turning the gods against him and banishes her from his house. Meryt-Re needs to help her cousin get well and quickly find out who is behind the strange happenings for which she is being blamed. This engaging and haunting mystery pulls you in so completely that you find yourself walking with Meryt-Re down the dusty streets of Deir el Medina. 

Peter and the Secret of Rundoon, by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson. 9780786837885, $18.99. In this final book in the hilarious Starcatchers trilogy, Peter and Tinkerbell battle Lord Ombra in North Africa. It’s a race to the finish!

Powers, by Ursula K. Le Guin. 9780152057701, $17.00. (Annals of the Western Shore series, #3) Gav, a loyal young slave, can remember the page of a book after seeing it once, and he sometimes “remembers” future events. When a terrible tragedy occurs, Gav embarks on a treacherous journey for freedom, facing his powers so that he can come to understand himself and find a true home. An epic story of survival and self-discovery, this volume is a “companion” to the first two books in the series, and can also stand alone. 

Pretty Little Liars, by Sara Shepard. 9780060887308, $16.99 (also in pb). Pretty Little Liars series, #1. Three years ago, Alison disappeared. Her friends at an elite school mourned her, but they also breathed secret sighs of relief. Each of them guarded a secret that only Alison had known. When each of them begins receiving anonymous emails and text messages, panic sets in. Are they being betrayed by some one in their circle? Worse yet: Is Alison back? A strong launch for a suspenseful series, continuing with Flawless and Perfect. –BarnesandNoble.com
The Real Benedict Arnold, by Jim Murphy. 9780395776094, $20.00. Ages 10+. This fascinating and incredibly readable book will captivate your favorite teen history buff. Yes, Arnold turned traitor to the American revolutionary cause, but there were reasons behind it. Award-winning author Murphy does not excuse Arnold's actions, but rather gives insight into why the great military man did what he did. 

Ripley’s Believe It Or Not!: Special Edition 2008. 9780439920599, $15.99. The fascinating files of Robert Ripley prove there is nothing stranger than the truth. This collection contains more creepy facts and crazy feats than ever before. 

Song of the Sparrow, by Lisa Ann Sandell. 9780439918480, $16.99.
Song of the Sparrow tells the story of King Arthur in 44 poems, all from

the point of view of Lady Elaine, the subject of Tennyson's "The Lady of Shalott" and other classical legends. It provides a fascinating viewpoint on a familiar story.

The Warrior Heir, by Cinda Williams Chima. 9780786839162, $16.99 (also in pb). Jack forgets his heart medicine one morning, and discovers he is stronger, fiercer, and more confident than ever before. Ordinary people, wizards, enchanters, and warriors clash and meld in this suspenseful adventure. When you’re done, read The Wizard Heir.

Wednesday Wars, by Gary Schmidt. 9780618724833, $16.00. It’s 1967, and on Wednesday afternoons when all his classmates go to religious instruction, seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. Baker's classroom where they read Shakespeare’s plays. Over the course of the school year, Holling learns much of value about himself and the volatile world he lives in. Funny, sad, literate, and a whopping good story.
The Year of My Miraculous Reappearance, by Catherine Ryan Hyde. 9780375832574, $15.99. Thirteen-year-old Cynnie has had to deal with her mother's alcoholism and stream of boyfriends all her life, but when her grandparents take custody of her brother, Cynnie becomes self-destructive and winds up in court-mandated AA meetings.  A hopeful story that allows teens to see that addiction doesn't discriminate based on age.

